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travellers like ourselves on foot, met or passed us every ten
minutes. Most wayfarers were unarmed, others bore the short
javelin-like spear, no longer the lance of Nejed, and a round
target or " Yeleb," of leather stretched on a wooden framework
and studded with metal heads; the sword is very commonly
superseded by the dagger. Of firearms I saw comparatively
few in 'Oman, except when carried by Beloochees, Hurras, or
the like ; war is here an occurrence, not a business; and the
inhabitants of the interior seldom come in contact with other
tribes or people save peaceably and in the way of trade. Our
road occasionally crossed some small watercourse, yet flowing,
evidently destined to dry up in a few weeks or months later;
but of wells there were plenty, and now and then a small tank,
bordered with stone or plaster, and full of water. My readers
will recall to mind that we were now at the end of the rainy
season of 'Oman, and exactly at the time when moisture stands
at its maximum in these countries; in summer and autumn the
ground is comparatively dry. The fields around waved with
the promise of a harvest scarce a month distant, whilebadinjans,
gourds, melons, and the like, were already far advanced, much
further than at a corresponding season even in Hasa. Still the
Mascat district is in the main of inferior fertility to the Bfitinah ;
a certain proportion of pasture-land for sheep, oxen, and camels
mixes with the cultivation, which latter is allotted to distinct
spots, not continuous, and most frequently is near some village
or hamlet. The air is brisk, and the climate healthy; the pre-
vailing type of the inhabitants more manly, more open, and
less civilized than in the Batman ; their complexion dark, their
stature middle-sized, and their limbs well proportioned ; alto-
gether they might be compared with the better specimens of
the Mahratta race, though even then a preference must be
given to the 'Omanee, always endowed with a physical energy
and power of endurance above that of the Indian.

In the afternoon we arrived at Besheyr, a large village,
but mostly constructed of wood and thatch ; the streets wide,
clean, and irregular; an earth wall surrounds the whole, divi-
ding the houses and the gardens; a weekly fair is held
without the walls, on an open piece of ground amid the plan-
tations, A few miles farther southwards is one of the pottery-